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Record Numbers Received 
into the Church at Easter 

T hroughout the diocese more than 325 
people were received into the Church at 
Easter Vigil Masses in over 50 parishes. 

The increase was pare of a nationwide trend with the ratal number of 
new Catholics m England and Wales up by a fifth compared with last 
year. On Sunday l March, our candidates took pan with sponsors, 

families and friends, in a Rue of Election service in the Cathedral* Thev 

* * 

were '‘sent forth’" by Bishop Thomas to prepare prayerfully in parish 
RCIA groups to celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation at Easter, 

!n February* at Our Lady of Compassion, Upton Park, catechumens 
and candidates fr#m Newham Deanery took part in a Rite of Signing in 
preparation f#r the Rite of Election. At the moment, Newham is the only 
Deanery in the Diocese to celebrate this Rice but it is hoped other 
Deaneries will do so in future years* 



Bishop Thomas greeting candidates after the 

Kite of Election service 



Traveller Community 


Fr John Glynn with some of the Grays Hilt site residents 


Fr John Glynn , Parish Priest of Qur 
Lady of Good Counsel, Wickford writes: 
Among the amazing variety of 
nationalities, languages and cultures 
which form the kaleidoscope of Catholic 
life in our diocese, the Irish Traveller 
community is not always recognised. As 
a distinctive group they trace their origins 
back at least 800 years* and now their 
nomadic lifestyle is under rhreat in our 
overcrowded island. Over the last fifteen 
years, changes in the law have deprived 
Travellers of the sites local authorities 
were once obliged to provide for them, 
and they are being forced to settle down 
or get out. 


The largest Traveller site in Britain* if not Europe, is in our diocese 
at Grays Hill, between Billericay and Wickford. Part of the sire is 
legally occupied (some 40- 50 families) but on adjacent Dale Farm 
(86 families) the Travellers have been consistently refused planning 
permission* Basildon District Council claims the site is Green Belt 
land, although when the Travellers bought it seven years ago it was 
being used as a scrap vard* Now the Council has told them they 
must go - but they have nowhere to go, as rhere are no sites 
available. Many of them kr»#w only tot well the trauma of evlciion. 


an d are terrified it will happen again. Their education and health 
needs are difficult to meet when on the road - the majority do not 
read or write and rhey have the shortest life expectancy of any group 
in Britain, But their Catholic faith, while sometimes bordering on 
the superstitious, is deeply ro#red; their strong sense of family and 
warm hospitality is an example to us all. At Our Lady of Good 
Counsel parish in Wickford, they feel a sense of belonging; four of 
them are ministers of Holy Communion* 

Please pray for a just and peaceful resolution of their dilemma , 
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